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T Ihere Should Be \0

License for Slander
The Sunday Gazelte's story of Juri

. Raus and Eerik Heine was truth vicing
+with fiction for suspense and intrigue.

1

“ But it contained something more signi-

* {icant thian the claims of Estonian Heine

that he had been slandered by Raus.

That is the fact that the’ Centr, BRI
elhgence Agency,-about which we: hear

0 many stories and few facts, is {rying. -

“to deny any means of redress to a man
-whose 1eputat10n may have been assas-
smatcd hy one of its agents.
he CIA says agent Raus was acting

“under instructions when he accused
“Mcine of being a member of the Soviet
Scc1eu Police. But neither the agency
-nor Mr. Raus defends the accusation as
truthful. They simply say that because
_Raus was a 'CIA man his actions werce
]nmlcrfcd ‘and Heine has no ﬂrounds
“for a lawsuit.

The law, as presently mtcmlcucd
_probably is on the CIA's side. In a 5-l0-4
~decision in 1959 the Supreme Court det
.clded that two officials of the Office of-

TRent Stabilization had absolute privi-

‘loge against a suit for libel because of a
ipress release they issued. ' ‘

i However, Chief Justice Earl War-
ren, wriling for the dissent, said same-
.thing strangely prophetic. He said the

decision' could have the ‘“‘cffect of de-
‘terring the desirable public discussion
“of all ~aspects of our governmeni and
‘the conduct of its officials, It will sanc-
tify the powerful and silence debate.
This is a much more serious danger
than the possibilify that a governmicit
official might occasionally be called up-

on to defend his actions and to respond
iin damages for a malicious defama-

tion.” . .. .
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We can’t even guess whether Raus’
claims against Heine are true. oV
But we know that it's intolerable
that govmnment -officials should hold
an unlimited license for slander. The
CTA may Le right {hat 'securily of our
covpiry is jnvolved. Tf thal's the case,
and ihe CIA can't prove its case with-
ont vielatisg security, then Heine
sl have the right to claim damages.
S mi we also know that the U.S.
ke ooy interests than its securily.
Amcns them are an interest in justice!
fer o0 aad in the integrity of ilg
cauris, pein of those interests are be}l
ing vioialed in the present situation. %
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